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Design &% Decoralil

I losting scason is here and the
cony ivial spaces are fine examplcs ¢

CLOSE QUARTERS

Keeping a space intimate creates an eny ironment for good conversation, as people feel at ease rather
than exposed. Another good ke s 1o embrace & wouch of Impertecton and avold 100 much svimmetry,
as shown here with the ehair by the lire, Interior designes Nicola Harnding believes thd design always
hegins with a personal touch. ‘1 place mysell in the space amnd think about how | want o feel, crafting
comfort and convivialinn? She recommends using pieces rom different periods to make a room leel

dynamdce and not oo predictable. “And doa’t forget atmospheric Hghting - lois of iCto evoke cosiness” —
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BOOK WORM

Above and bevord their obvious strengths as sources of ententainment and education, books crammed

on shelves also multle and absorh sounds, so they help o contribute (0 4 sociable atmaosphere. This is

the sitting room in Somerset of Philip Hooper, joint managing director, Sibvl Colefax & John Fowler,

which houses his books in a bookease of his own design, The alcove shelves are painted in a rich shade

ol red chosen 10 accenuuate the colours of the spines. ‘And ol course,” adds Philip, ‘wherever one finds

a book, there must also be a comlortable chair, a table and a suitable light by which to read!
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CREATIVE FREEDOM

Al decortive expression that leans into the gualities
of 2 room - be that an asvmmetric cedling, a diminutive
size or a lack of light - resulis in something both
non-conformist and highly memorble. That's what
interior designer Rachel Chudley achicoves with her
scliemes, This living room is in her London home, which
she ereated from a derelict Victorian workshop and
described as being a camvas for some of her more
‘honkers ideas’. The oversized lireplace forms a focal
point; she arranged the brickwork, painted in sitvery
blue, to act as a chimney wall Installation. Lavers of
colour and pattern are created through the leopard
print sofa, ikat chair and sunshine yellow ottoman

COLOUR DRENCH

Earlier this year, social medin it up with a so-called
new theory that the secret to making any space look
better was to add a bit of red. IUs an idea that’s been
adopled for decades, but as a colour that promoles
encrgy and social interaction, some challenge whether
it can lead o relaation. Not designer and decomton
Flora Soames. 'Lsing rich primary colours to make
this room, by contrast, cocoon-like and enveloping
as well as interesting and diverting was key, she

savs. The Schumacher grassclioth on the walls was
just the right tone of ruby red and gives the necessan
texture and depth w this room, offseiing the various
patterns and textures of the weaves and rugs. The
ingredicnts are simple, unchallenging and ellective -

I

“This grasscloth was just the i
of ruby red and gives the necessan

rexture and cepth to this room
FLORA SOAMES, designer and decerator
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“The reclaimed fireplace surround
addls a layer of character, resonating
with the centuries that have passed”

CHRIS AND NICOLA COX ‘ounders Cox London

CURATED SPACE

Any room usedd Tor entertaining shoulk! have a nimber
of conversational picees included. Not only do they
provide talking poings, bat they also wll the narative
ol the peaple who Hive there and create that almost
intangibic distinction between a house and a homw.
This distinctive space, in the home of Cox London
founders Chris and Nicola Cox, was two separate
rooms, but now custom doors mean it can be opened
up 1o create o versatile area. 108 filled with the couple’s
findls, including the hessian and jule sofa and cushions
made from 1900s Barbara Brown fabric, “The reclaimed
fireplace surround adds o lver of charmcter, resomnating
with the centuries that have passed. they sav.

COMFORTING GLOW

Where space is not an issee, deep solas and lots

of codonr eresite a oo that'’s both supremely
comfortable and far from fusty, Octvia Dickinson
calls this look “squashy Englishy’ - and believes in's
something that every home needs, For this drawing

room in Gloucestershire, she used a deep historical

paint shade on the walls then ivered the spaee with
patterns and prings, texoares and long Bt Gis well as
somewhere generus 1o prop up teet), "Ir's all balanced,
which lets the eve dot around the space but never
jars, she savs, "Rooms ke these are seny cosy anmd
comionable from autumn through o winter. They

are spaces thar glow and radiate warmth and lighe
through the use of deep colours on the walls?
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GATHER TOGETHER

Furniiture placement oes a long way 1o ereating a convivial atmosphere, Think about how Lamily and
friends are going to chat o each other Ina room - no one really does then shidng side by side on @ sofa,
1d alwavs recommend moving anmchairs and sofas closer together,” savs Ed O'Donnell, co lounder
and creaive director of Angel O'Donnell, who designed this room at The OWO in London, I ereates
intimacy, cocourages conversation and noticeably improves comfor,” And don't forget the cushions

piles of plamp cashions (o nestle into will bring about & wealth ol cosiness and contentment, ==



EASY LIVING

Reeping colour contrasts to a minimum results in a space that’s easy on the eve, The trick to creating

BCIOst s 1o Bner in westures, such as seagrass mattng, seivet on the sofa and leather on the stools, Here,
the natural wood joinery on the wall sets the wnal pitch lor this room (or a house in Chelsea designed
by Albion Nord, [t acts as both a Jibrary and a plice © watch TV e sereen is revealed by stiding the
artwork by William MeLure across), “We used joinery as a nod 1o the traditional purpose of the space

whitle the artwork allows the room o maintadn a contemporary leel savs the e al Albion Nord,
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GOOD CONNECTION

Formal erucrtiining roons used 10 be hidden iwany for
specinl occashons only but as the value of space -
especially inthe caphal - has increased, so has the
desire o nethe sure each roonm in g house is used o
its boest advantage. Interior designer Anahita Righy
transfonmed this house in Marylebone by remnoving the
walls berween the living room and dining room and
replacing them with a wood-and-glass screen broken
up by i palr doors with hinges that 1old back on
themseives 1o make the most of the space. When they
are closed, the sitting room feels cosy. The glazing
helps the light 1o iravel betwveen the 1wo rmooms and
white painted woodwork retains a sense of alriness,

SOFTLY DOESIT

Texwured or plastered walls and sheer flowing curtains
are o clever wany of Introducing @ gente warmth to a
space without turning up the dial on colour or patierm.
This living roomn, designed by Murudd, uses i palke
neutral colour paletre, natml abrics and clegant
finishes to create a serene and welcoming space,
Founder Munde Katipoghu siys she chose the George
Smith armchairs for their timeless design. “There's
something so Familiar and ioviting about the form

of a simple and classie anmehain she sas, “The
antique mirroe finish and brass detailing on the
joineey kivered with the opadent sel refined crvsial
chandelior from Fiona McDonald add beauty and
pronide i solt golden glow in the roon st night, -+




“Dillering and antique lamps with
beautiful bespoke silk shades help
create even more of a layered effect”

PHOEBE HOLLOND, croative diroctar, Stud o Hollona

FOCAL POINT

The Key 1o creating a cosy feeling In a living room

is Lo use a minture of wexdles and patterns with varving
provenance  so belleves Phoche Hollond, creative
director of Studio Hollomd, “This living room, with its
oversized lireplace, meant we had 1o work very hard
1o marke thee fireplisee the focal poim withont haiving
the furniture facing i The soluton was 1o design a
pair of fireside chairs that seemed wikd in scale and
proportion, These woere then married with a ply ful
specialist paint cffect inside the fireplace, which

is based on a marbleised design, “The pair of sofas
were bespoke and they sit oppaosite cach other with

a Robert Kime ottoman in between, Differing and
antlque lamps with beautiiid hespoke silk shades help
10 Crcare even more of a lwered efieet)”

MIX AND MATCH

Having a hierarchy of interesting elements against lots
O neutrals will 2o a long way o creating a tranquil
scheme. In this sitting room by Studio Vero, the eyve

is drawn to the upholstered ottoman and custom
made rug while the sofas and chairs are in wextured
phains, "Lange rugs look brilliant in a room and are

an easy way 10 add extra comfort and warmih,” savs
co-founder Romanos Bribi, ‘For us i's all about variedy:

choosing different seq
Ly ering thesn with cushions in conerasting prints,
labrics and colonrs. And candles really make the sofas

1z options and sty bes then

and chairs pop and create a relaxed, cosier feel!
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