DECORATING

Meet Cherry Red, the Disruptor Colour
Crushing 2025 Trend Forecasts

Brown might be the Pantone Colour of the Year, but this fiery shade of red will bring much needed energy - and
passion - into any space. Here's how to use it correctly
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Remember the ‘Unexpected Red’ theory of using a disruptor colour in a room that took
over TikTok last year? Think of Cherry Red as its bold, full-blooded cousin.

The Pantone Colour of the Year 2025 is an earthy, quiet shade of mocha, which is good in

itself. But what anyone investing into it will soon realise is that Mocha Mousse interiors

(or for that matter, any earth-toned space) need a punch of bold colour to lift it up, add
depth and save the scheme from falling flat.

Enter Cherry Red; a vibrant disruptor colour that is infiltrating interiors as designers seek
to inject head-turning focal points into their projects. Pinterest has already seen a surge in
search volume for cherry red interiors and anticipates this exploding further as we head
into 2025. “I love a touch of cherry red in a room, it makes all the other colours around it

come to life, much like red lipstick does on a lady’s face.” Says interior designer and Create
Academy teacher, Miles Redd.

Working with a vibrant tone can be intimidating, so, we asked the experts for their advice
on how to introduce cherry red successfully into your interiors.

“Cherry red works well as it provides not only an interruption to a scheme, but it makes
quite a sophisticated statement in a space, adding a contemporary edge.” Explains interior

designer, Christian Bense.

Cherry red, explains Bense, is great to add in bite-size chunks, like a red belt or red nails, “it
doesn’t need to match with anything else” he says, “this colour can work well as a perfect

standalone piece of art or furniture to include a playful pop.”

However, if you would prefer to be more impactful his advice is to go big and paint an
entire room. “Even though it's quite a playful colour, being applied to surfaces makes it feel

a little moodier as it cocoons the space.”
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Alternatively, you can use fabrics to introduce this vigorous tone into your design as Redd

has done in his sitting room with a red cherry silk velvet banquet. He upholstered the walls

in ‘pepto pink satin’ as his frame. “The thing about colour and fabrics,” he says, “is that light
changes everything, in the morning light it feels like being inside a pink peony, in
candlelight the walls become almost brown. The red silk velvet banquette, an idea
borrowed from the iconic French bistros in the 1960’s, is the great clarifier making

everything around it sing like a Maria Callas aria.”
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According to creative director Kit Kemp whose latest project, the new Warren Street

Hotel in NYC, features bold cherry accents (think frilled bed-skirts, and paisley prints), a

splash of cherry in a bedroom ensures an injection of potent flair. “Cherry red is a striking
colour that sits proudly between rich red and deep fuchsia,” says Kemp. “It works well as a
bold accent that catches the eye and can make a room feel alive, it is also an unexpected

shade, which can make it more energising and joyful in an interior.”
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“Used sparingly, red is a confident, witty accent, that works like a punctuation mark,
bringing energy and personality to a space,” concurs interior designer, Nicola Harding. “I
love combining the strong colour with a glossy finish, to give it even more contrast and

umph.”
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Cherry red is a popular tone and as we slip further into 2025, with Valentine’s Day
looming, this shade of passion seems on track to saturate every show window and website.
So, choose your cherry red accents, fabrics or furniture carefully because it will pop out,

and instantly demand attention.

The key to using cherry red accents in your room is to start by understanding the

undertones of your palette. For example, in the living room pictured below, cherry red is
paired with a neutral base, “to make it feel fresh and modern”, explains Tina Schnabel, head
of interiors at BarlisWedlick. “When thoughtfully applied to iconic furniture pieces,
through upholstery or other details, this electric hue has the power to create spaces that are
both sophisticated and striking.”
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“The fun,” laughs designer Clive Lonstein, “begins the moment you step through a cherry
red front door. Here my clients wanted a space bursting with colour, reminiscent of an

English country house, where every room feels alive.”

Photo: Clive Lonstein Washington



Cherry red can be used sparingly and still pack a punch agrees Ed O'Donnell, creative
director and co-founder of Angel O'Donnell. “The colour radiates warmth and energy, it is
a bold move to use such a saturated colour, but the reward is dazzling, and other colours

and furniture pop against the luscious richness.”
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“Red is the colour of heat, of love, of blood and all things intense but it doesn’t mean it
doesn’t have a place in the home. In fact, red rooms or pops of red furniture can really

bring a highlight to a room.” Confirms Claire S4, co-founder and director at De Rosee Sa.



Free standing furniture, home accessories, or something even more genteel - like a picture
frame - are great ways to start exploring the power of cherry red at home; from the rug to
the headboard, the options are endless. Bense adds: “A cherry red velvet is a great way to

introduce this colour by means of a fabric. Velvet feels sophisticated and grown up, so will

ensure a feeling of luxe. Otherwise, my advice would be to focus on paints, art and free-

standing furniture pieces or accents.”




1

e ebr At i

Photo: Kit Kemp Design / Simon Brown

Cherry red works well with a muted palette, Kemp points out, such as a soft grey or, “for
added drama, against black. I love to introduce it as a vibrant dash," says the designer.
“Whether as a trim on the curtain or piping on a sofa, where it will instantly draw the eye,
highlighting the characterful nature of the design.” When it comes to using this colour
across larger expanses such as a fabric-lined or wallpapered room, bring balance by

combining it with soft white to inject relief into the room.



